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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, GW, XF 

SUBJECT: FRG PRESS ON MID-EAST WAR 

SUMMARY: OCTOBER 17 EDITIONS OF ALL MAJOR DAILIES 
CARRY LEAD EDITORIALS ON SITUATION IN MIDDLE EAST WITH 
MANY FOCUSING THEIR COMMENT ON US DECISION TO RESUPPLY 
ISRAEL AND ON PRESIDENT NIXON'S REMARKS AT OCTOBER 15 
MEDAL OF HONOR CEREMONY. ALL RESPONSIBLE COMMENTATORS 
EXPRESS UNDERSTANDING AND APPROVAL FOR US RESUPPLY DE- 
CISION, SEEING IN IT A RESPONSE FORCED BY MASSIVE 
SOVIET ARMS DELIVERIES TO ARABS AND A NECESSARY STEP TO 
PREVENT SHIFT IN MID-EAST BALANCE. END SUMMARY. 

1 . DIETER SCHROEDER IN THE SUEDDEUTSCHE /.FITTING SEES 
RISK OF A SHIFT IN MIDDLE EASTERN BALANCE OF POWER WHICH 
US CANNOT POSSIBLY ACCEPT. ISRAEL'S INABILITY TO RE- 
PEAT PERFORMANCE OF 1967 BY STRIKING IMMEDIATE CRUSHING 
BLOW HAS RAISED SPECTER OF A WAR OF ATTRITION, FROM 
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CONSEQUENCE WOULD BE A SHIET IN THE BALANCE WHICH WAS 
ESTABLISHED AT LATEST IN 1956 AND WHICH HAS DEEINED 
THE INTERESTS OF THE GREAT POWERS IN THE AREA EVER SINCE. 
THE SOVIET UNION- WHETHER DELIBERATELY OR AS RESULT 

OF ITS OWN POLICY OF MILITARY SUPPORT FOR THE ARAB 



CAUSE WAS APPARENTLY WILLING TO LET SUCH A SHIFT TAKE 
PLACE. BUT THE US, AS PRESIDENT NIXON HAS NOW MADE 

CLEAR,CANNOT PERMIT THIS TO HAPPEN, SCHROEDER GOES 
ON, PRESIDENT NIXON'S "REFERENCE TO US INTERVENTION IN 
THE LEBANON CRISIS OF 1958 AND IN THE 1970 SYRIAN- 
JORDANIAN DISPUTE OVER HUSSEIN'S EXPULSION OF THE 
PALESTINIANS IS A CLEAR WARNING, ADDRESSED TO MOSCOW AND 
THE ARABS, NOT TO VIOLATE AMERICA'S INTERESTS IN THE 
NEAR EAST." THESE INTERESTS REST ON THE "INDEPENDENCE 
AND SECURITY" OF ALL NEAR EASTERN STATES-I.E., INCLUD- 
ING ISRAEL. MOSCOW AND CAIRO UNQUESTIONABLY RECALL THAT 
BEHIND THE US MOVES OF 1958 AND 1970 THERE STANDS THE 
EISENHOWER DOCTRINE OF 1957 WHICH THREATENS THE POSSI- 
BILITY OF A US MILITARY INTERVENTION AND WHICH HAS NEVER 
BEEN REVOKED. GIVEN THIS FACT, THERE CAN BE NO LACK OF 
CLARITY ABOUT PRESIDENT NIXON'S WORDS. THIS HAS NOTHING 
TO DO, SCHROEDER STATES, WITH SHARP PRACTICE OR WITH 
SABRE RATTLING. RATHER, BOTH THE PRESIDENT'S WORDS AND 
THE RESUPPLY OPERATION ARE A REMINDER TO THE SOVIETS 
THAT DETENTE POLICY CAN ONLY BE DURABLE IF BOTH SUPER- 
POWERS RESPECT THEIR SPHERES OF INFLUENCE. 

2. LEFT-LEANING FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU, IN COMMENTARY BY 
WERNER HOLZER, MAKES ESSENTIALLY THE SAME POINTS WITH 
REGARD TO US ACTIONS AND INTERESTS BUT POINTS OUT THAT 
SOVIET UNION, IF ONE ASSUMES THAT IT DID NOT WANT AN 
OUTBREAK OF HOT WAR, ALSO FACES PROBLEM OF AVOIDING A 
SHIFT IN POWER BALANCE AND AN INTERNATIONAL DISGRACE 
SUCH AS WENT WITH 1967 DISASTER. PROSPECT OF REPETITION 
OF THAT EVENT COULD FORCE USSR TO MASSIVE DIRECT 
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INTERVENTION JUST AS A DIRECT THREAT TO ISRAEL'S 
EXISTENCE WOULD FORCE US TO INTERVENE DIRECTLY. BOTH 
GREAT POWERS ARE SUPPLYING ARMS TO THE RESPECTIVE SIDES 
SO AS TO PRECLUDE DISRUPTION OE BALANCE THAT WOULD ENTAIL 
DIRECT US-USSR CONFRONTATION. PROBLEM IS, HOLZER SAYS, 
THAT WAR MACHINES OF THE SIZE NOW OPERATING IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST, ONCE SET IN MOTION, CAN GET OUT OF CONTROL. 

3. DIETER CYCON, WRITING IN DIE WELT, SEES PRESIDENT 
NIXON'S STATEMENTS AS A "HINT AT AN ULTIMATE POSSIBILITY" 
DESIGNED IN PART TO DISPEL ANY DOUBTS ABOUT THE US COM- 
MITMENT THAT MAY HAVE ARISEN, EITHER IN THE SOVIET 
UNION OR THE US ITSELF, DURING THE FIRST DAYS OF THE 
WAR AS A RESULT OF SECRETARY KISSINGER'S "ALL TOO 
DISTANCED" OBSERVATIONS. IN CONCRETE TERMS, CYCON SAYS, 
THE PRESIDENT IS DOUBTLESS NOT CONSIDERING MORE THAN 
ADEQUATE DELIVERIES OF ARMS. CYCON ASSUMES THAT SOVIET 
STATEMENTS ABOUT "EVERY KIND OF SUPPORT" FOR THE ARAB 
CAUSE SERVE THE SAME PURPOSE ON THEIR SIDE AND THAT THE 
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"VOLUNTEERS " TO THE FIGHTING. 

4. ADELBERT WEINSTEIN, IN A LONG ANALYTICAL PIECE IN 

THE FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG, MAKES THE FOLLOWING 
STATEMENT WHICH WE HAVE NOT SEEN ELSEWHERE IN SUCH 
CLEAR TERMS SINCE THE PRESENT CRISIS BEGAN: "THIS 
AMERICAN POSITION PERMITS THE CONCLUSION THAT IN 
DANGEROUS SITUATIONS WASHINGTON WILL STAND BY OTHER 
PARTNERS TO WHOM IT IS BOUND BY TREATY. NIXON'S 
STATEMENT HAS GIVEN AN EXTRAORDINARY BOOST TO THE 
AMERICAN CREDIBILITY AS AN ATLANTIC ALLY. AT THE SAME 
TIME, THE AMERICAN POLICY MAKES CLEAR WHAT DIFFICULTIES 
THE US HAS WITH ITS FRIENDS." 

5. ERG SPOKESMAN VON WECHMAR WAS ASKED AT THE OCTOBER 
17 PRESS CONFERENCE WHETHER THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
COULD CONFIRM REPORTS OF DELIVERIES OF WEAPONS FROM THE 
FRG TO ISRAEL. VON WECHMAR REPLIED THAT HE COULD 
NEITHER CONFIRM NOR DENY SUCH REPORTS AND THAT HE WAS 
NOT INFORMED ON THE SUBJECT. IN ANY EVENT, HE SAID, 

NO WEAPONS FROM THE BUNDESWEHR WERE GOING TO ISRAEL. 
HILLENBRAND 
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